Exploring Relationships Between News Expectations, News Behaviors and Political Views

Clayton Spencer, Sophia Jensen, and Isabella Gagnon
with Austin Katz and Sandra L. Schneider, Ph.D.

Judgment and Decision-Making Lab, University of South Florida, Tampa FL

UNIVERSITY of

7~ SOUTH FLORIDA

News Expectations Based on Judgments of Fact Content
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read a news story?

» Reviewing UN’s 2021 Climate Report

» Scientists Weigh in on new CDC Guidelines

» Congress Reviews Legislation to Revise
Unemployment Plans

Figure 1: Reported Likelihood to Read the
Article by Expected Fact Content

Figure 2: Reported Extent that Headline Seems

Does political outlook relate to skepticism re: facts? o
P P Realistic by Expected Fact Content

% Can perceptions of an article’s factual content vary
based on political leanings?

» Participants who believed an article was more fact-based vs less fact based.:

Participants Stimuli, and Design:
» 183 USF psychology undergraduates

Stimuli, and Design:

» 80 headlines written to be neutral in tone

» Sub-analysis of 34 headlines with high variation in
judgments of the likely fact content of article

» DVs: Four ratings on 7-point Likert-type scales

» Reported slightly higher average ratings of likelihood to read the article
» Reported much higher average impressions that the headline sounded realistic

» (Not pictured) An almost perfect predictor of average ratings of likelihood to read was

» Rated interest in the article topic, which was correlated at r = +.98.

Relation of Predictions about Fact-Based Content to Political Outlook

Conservative Skeptical/Confirmatory Headlines

Likelihood to read an article was predicted mostly
by interest in the content, only weakly by facts.

 Participants were only slightly more likely to read
articles they deemed high (rather than low) fact, but
were much more likely to consider them realistic.

* Articles rated particularly low in factual content
were noticeably less attractive to readers.
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After seeing this headline, how would you feel about reading the _ _ _ _
full article? What is your impression of this article's headline?
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*Participant Sample Question- Second Viewing

*Participant Sample Question- First Viewing

plus Political Affiliation (7-point Likert-type scale)
“In general, what is your political outlook?”
(1=highly conservative, 7=highly liberal)

Liberal Skeptical/Confirmatory Headlines
Upset over Mask-Wearing Policy at USF

-0.20

Keeping the Faith: Prayer in Schools Debate

-0.20

Figure 3: Correlations Between Political Outlook and Expected Fact-Content

» Of the 80 headlines examined, only 12 showed a significant correlation between political outlook

and fact-based assessments.

» Of these 12 headlines, 10 exhibited a lower fact assessment from conservatives, while only 2

suggested greater skepticism about an article’s fact content from liberals.
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